ASH GROVE, MISSOURI

JULY 2, 2007
The regular city council meeting was held July 2, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. in the council chambers at 100 W. Main.

Ray Runyon gave invocation.

Mayor Brenda Ellsworth called the meeting to order with Council Ron Monnig, Iver Johnson, Melissa Creech, and Ray Runyon; Quorum present.  Also in attendance: Darrell Slatten, Superintendent of Public Works; Deborah A. Cox, City Clerk, Russ Essary, Vivian West,  Ray West, Laurie Ryan, Chuck Fry, Ramona Burton, Judy Runyon,  and Deanna Monnig, as interested parties.

Motion was made by Ron Monnig and seconded by Melissa Creech to amend the agenda adding Ray West in to discuss the road bores and pulling the Public Works Report out for further comments.   Vote taken.  Unanimous.  Motion made to accept the consent agenda as amended which included the minutes from last meeting by Melissa Creech and seconded by Iver Johnson.  Vote taken. Monnig, Runyon, Johnson, and Creech aye.

Darrell Slatten informed the council the City had problems with the storm siren on Saturday.  Blue Valley has been contacted to address the electrical problem.  Slatten asked that the council consider at this time to go ahead and move the storm siren controls into the City Hall.  The new budget will reflect the purchase of a new generator for City Hall with the storm siren being moved to that location.  

Slatten also advised the council that with all of the rain the wastewater treatment plant is using a bypass because of all of the infiltration coming into the plant.  Darrell Slatten estimated over 2,000,000 gallons a day is being discharged and not being treated.   DNR was made aware of this action.  The rains have also caused problems on Murray St and on F Hwy/Bunker Hill area.  The resident at 305 Murray advised Slatten that he would wait till the floor dried and see if it would need to be replaced.   Council instructed Slatten to place a check valve at 305 Murray to stop the backup problem into this residence.    Ray West stated that DNR is being forced to take action to control this infiltration from EPA.   The City will be looking at visually inspecting the manholes and smoke testing.  The cost of internal camera inspection was also discussed.  West informed the council that some of the biggest problems will be in service lines.  The city’s ordinance does require that each residence shall be responsible for fixing their service line problem.  
Danny Daniel had submitted a written concern about the width of Cawlfied Street between Gordon and McQueary.  The cartway is only 11 feet wide.  Several new homes had been built in that area and he is concerned about safety with the increased traffic on such a narrow street.  Darrell Slatten will look at that area to see if the street can be widened. 
Deanna Monnig was present to report on the Park Advisory Board activities.  The TRIM grants have been submitted.  The display case at the Cub’s Park has been damaged by fireworks.  Sammy Mau will be looking at the condition of trees.  The fence around the Caboose at the city park was discussed.  Council authorized Darrell Slatten to take the fence down.

CITY ADMININSTRATOR 



Mayor informed the council that Mike Smith, an intern with the MSU City Administrator Program, has been contacted to do an internship with the City for eleven weeks.  This program allows for MSU to pay part of his salary.  The City will be paying for 20 hours per week. 

Mayor Ellsworth explained that several capital improvement accounts will be opened to allow for better accounting of the monies with the new 2007-2008 budget.   Projects will include sidewalks, generators, wastewater treatment plant improvements, TRIM Grant, and MoDOT Enhancement funding.    Ray West will be working up bid specs to purchase the 3 new generators.
A letter to Advantage Waste has been sent to advise them that the City will no longer be obligated to bill for the trash cart service.

HIGHWAY ROAD BORES


Ray West, Hood Rich, updated the Council on the boring PAYMENT REQUEST #1


of Highway V and Highway 160.  The boring of Highway V has been completed.    The location of the Highway 160 project has been changed because the 1st   bore location would involve a property owner that had requested free water in their easement agreement.  Council would not agree to that stipulation.  Motion made by Ray Runyon and seconded by Ron Monnig to approve the pay request to Dallas Co. Road Boring, LLC in the amount of $10,935.00.  Vote taken.  Unanimous.
Council asked that Hood-Rich conduct a study of the water and sewer rates.  Ray West talked about putting monies in for a replacement account.  He will be collecting information from City Hall for the study.

Bills for the month of May were reviewed in the amount of $43,211.88 and unanimously approved for payment.

(July 2, 2007 council meeting continued)

ORDINANCE #851 TO HIRE


Motion made by Iver Johnson and seconded by Melissa AMY FLY AS POLICE OFFICER

Creech to accept the first reading of Ordinance #851 hiring and setting the salary for Police Officer Amy Fly.  Vote taken.  Unanimous.   Motion made by Iver Johnson and seconded by Melissa Creech to place this ordinance on its second reading.  Vote taken.  Unanimous.  City Clerk read the ordinance.  Motion made by Ray Runyon and seconded by Ron Monnig to accept the final reading of Ordinance #851.  Vote taken.  Monnig, Runyon, Johnson, and Creech, aye.
ORDINANCE #852 SETTING THE

Motion made by Iver Johnson and seconded by Melissa SALARY FOR ALL EMPLOYEES

Creech to accept the first reading of Ordinance #852 setting the salary for all employees.  Vote taken.  Unanimous.   Motion made by Iver Johnson and seconded by Melissa Creech to place this ordinance on its second reading.  Vote taken.  Unanimous.  City Clerk read the ordinance.  Motion made by Ray Runyon and seconded by Ron Monnig to accept the final reading of Ordinance #852.  Vote taken.  Monnig, Runyon, Johnson, and Creech, aye.

Darrell Slatten asked for the council to explain how he would be compensated for past overtime worked.  He stated that for years you just do the job that had to be done knowing that you had accumulated a bank of time to take off whenever things slowed down.  Now that the time clocks have been implemented he would like to have clarification.  Mayor Ellsworth stated that he would still be a salaried employee as well as the City Clerk and the Police Chief.  If overtime is accrued, it would be paid by the hourly rate.  Mayor also advised him that they would reach some kind of agreement for overtime hours already accumulated.  

Other announcements
· Information from District O on a grant for a recycling center

· Discussion of intersection, Frazier/Hwy 160 traffic problem

· Meeting to be set in August for the Downtown assistance

Motion was made by Melissa Creech and seconded by Ron Monnig to go into closed session, Vote taken.  Monnig, Runyon, Johnson, and Creech, aye.

No further business, the regular meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.








Deborah A. Cox, City Clerk

Approved: _________________________________

Attest: ____________________________________

Date: _____________________________________

Ash Grove City Council

Special Session Minutes

July 17, 2007
Members Present: Brenda Ellsworth, Melissa Creech, Ray Runyon, Ron Monnig, Glen Gardner, Darrell Slatten, Ray West

Meeting called to order at 5:05 p.m.

Sunshine Center Parking Lot - Ray West spoke to the Council concerning the Sunshine Center’s new parking lot plans.  They include a water retention area, and Ray sees a problem in getting the water from this area to the main drainage at 160.  He suggested placing a minimum 15” drain pipe under the existing driveway, and deepening the ditch along Perryman up to the retention area and having the pond drain into the ditch.  Another drainage pipe will need to be added under the Empire Electric driveway south of this property.  

Discussion of possible solutions.  Council agreed that the City will, if necessary, place the drainage pipe under the Empire Electric driveway as they are not doing any work on their property.  This job should consist of 45-50 ft. of pipe and a couple of loads of gravel to restore the area.  

Ray Runyon makes motion to have Sunshine Center change plans to reflect changes previously discussed (Culvert under existing driveway and grade ditch).

Second Ron Monnig

Unanimous Aye

Road Bore on 160 revised bid, adding for bore pit and detour.  Total was $16,838.85.  The City’s options are to talk to MoDOT again about digging from the ditch on the south side of 160, or approach Jim Frieze again about using his property.

(July 17, 2007 council meeting)
School parking lot – Superintendent agreed to put in a whistle for drainage to the South, where the children walk.  This will probably not be sufficient to keep the walkway from being wet or icy, depending on the weather.  Darrell will be digging out the ditch next to the school in order to improve the drainage in that area, probably routing it under Maple St. at the bend to the cemetery, then over to the fence between the Park and the cemetery and from there to the main drainage ditch.  

The work at the sewer treatment plant began today.

Blakemore property – Empire Electric planted a pole into the sewer line.  They moved the pole, but are refusing to pay for the plumbing bills that the Blakemore’s incurred.  The Council agreed that the City will pay these bills in the interest of maintaining a good relationship with Empire Electric.

Ray Runyon made a motion to pay these bills.

Second Melissa Creech

Unanimous Aye

Possible solutions to this happening again – require an excavation permit that includes a disclaimer that would hold the city harmless in the case of damage.

Promotion of a Police Officer.   Carl has recommended Russ Essary for the position of Corporal. Ron Monnig makes motion to promote Russ Essary to corporal.  

Second Ray Runyon.

Unanimous Aye

Code Enforcement Officer – According to MML a commission is not needed to write tickets to enforce our ordinances.  Carl suggested to Brenda that the officer from Walnut Grove may be interested in this position as a reserve here in Ash Grove.  

City Website – The Administrator Intern has recommended that the city use godaddy.com as the host of the city’s website.  He has also created a page on myspace.com for the city.

Motion to adjourn Melissa Creech

Second Ron Monnig

Unanimous Aye

Meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.

City of Ash Grove
Special Meeting Minutes

July 23, 2007

Present: Mayor Brenda Ellsworth, Aldermen Melissa Creech and Ron Monnig, Utility Billing Clerk Vivian West, City Administrator Intern Michael A. Smith, Advantage Waste Representatives Bob Beall and Rick Hatton III, Missouri Department of Transportation Representatives Derek Gregg and Mendy Knipp, and Mike Robertson and Dale Alday from the Industrial Area.

Called to Order at 1:00 p.m.

Council discussed with Advantage Waste representatives the recent problems with trash service, the possibility of returning billing to the company, and the financial repercussions thereof. 

Council discussed with MoDOT representatives the possibility of and potential for federal funding of constructing two turn lanes at Highway 160 and Frazier.

Meeting adjourned 3:00 p.m.







Michael A. Smith, City Administrator Intern

Approved: _________________________

Attest: ____________________________

Date: _____________________________

Ash Grove City Council

Special Emergency Meeting

July 30, 2007

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Brenda Ellsworth at 3:00 pm. Present were Aldermen Ron Monnig, Ray Runyon, and Iver Johnson. Melissa Creech was not present. A quorum was present to conduct business. In addition, Mike Smith, Interim City Administrator was present.

The purpose of the meeting was to resolve a problem dealing with a conflict of ownership description relating to a real property that was deeded to the City of Ash Grove in June of 1967 and subsequently, a portion of the property was quit claimed in an unrecorded quitclaim deed in 1994. Later, in 1997, a recorded quitclaim deed was issued, but it did not correctly reflect the legal description of the specific property. The property was located in a part of Section 20, Township 30, and Range 24, situated in Greene County, Missouri.

A recent title search by Lincoln-Evans title Company revealed the city interest that was to have been disposed of, but had not been correctly addressed in the past. The purpose was to clarify the description and correct it with a new quitclaim deed from the city.

After discussion with Ginnie Beaman of the title company, the correct meets and bounds description of the property was revealed. The title company had agreed to provide the correct description to the City of Ash Grove.

On the basis of the correction, by motion made by Ray Runyon and seconded by Ron Monnig, it was unanimously approved for the city to enter into a corrected quitclaim deed, to be signed by the Mayor. This would clear the title to the property under discussion.

By motion made by Ron Monnig and seconded by Ray Runyon, and unanimously approved, the meeting was adjourned at 4:45 pm.

 

Minutes prepared by Iver Johnson
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